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Chromal.uxe Flooring Panels

ChromalLuxe Sublimation Tip Sheet

MATERIALS NEEDED:

«  Blank ChromalLuxe Flooring Panel and Printed Transfer

«  Sublimation Printer (RIP Printing Software)

« Large Format Pneumatic Heat Press (Nomex Pad, Heat
Gloves and Heat Tape)

«  Cloth for Cleaning and All-Purpose Cleaner

«  Blowout Paper

«  Permanent Marker

INSTRUCTIONS

Endura Fabric attached to Taped Transfer/Substrate

underside of heat press top (g plimatable side is now face up.)
with magnets

Blowout Paper

transfer

panel
number,

N

crop marks
indicating
bleed

blank panel
EDDWI\

;
“groove” notation indicating panel orientation

GROOVE

“groove” notation
indicating panel orientation

crop marks
indicating bleed

Step 1: Set pneumatic heat press to 400° F and 60-70 PSI. Clean
panel with all-purpose cleaner, a cloth, and compressed air. Place the
transfer on the heat press platform. Before lining up the panel with
the transfer, verify the setup style and bleed of your artwork. Our
transfer is labeled with the panel number, crop marks that indicate
bleed, and notations for the location of the grooved sides of the
panels. The following instructions assume your artwork is similarly
constructed.

Step 2: With sublimatable side facing down, orient panel so that the
grooved sides line up with the “groove” notations on the transfer.
Place panel on transfer, aligning the grooved sides with the crop
marks indicating bleed. Tight bleeds make it difficult to see artwork
underneath the tongue side, but you can be sure your panel is
aligned as long as you carefully check the groove sides.
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Step 3: Wrap transfer sheet around panel and tape to the back.
Carefully flip panel and transfer sheet so that the sublimatable side
is facing up. Press at 400° F for 2 minutes. Remove from heat press.
Use marker to label panel back with panel number. Allow panel to
cool and settle completely.

Step 4: When cool, check panels for flatness. 1/16" deflection or less
at the corners is acceptable.

Your times and temperatures may vary based on equipment.

Flattening: If, relative to the sublimated face of the panel, the corners
are deflected upwards more than 1/16”, place panel face down in heat
press and press the back of the panel for 5-10 seconds (depending
on the severity of the deflection) at 400° F.

If, relative to the sublimated face of the panel, the corners are
deflected down (middle is raised), press panel face up, between fresh
sheets of blowout paper, for 5-10 seconds at 400° F.

Allow panels to cool and settle completely. When cool and flat,

panels may be stacked and palletized.
o
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Acceptable installation methods
+ Glue-down
+ Floating installation: Glue tongues to grooves

Important notes
« Must install moisture barrier
+ Foam underlayment is highly recommended
- Carpet must be removed
« Joints must be staggered
« Must malntaln a minimum of 3/8” expanslon gap allowance around floor perimeter
» Must be installed in dry, climate-controlled area with humidity below 14%

Supplies needed for installation

- Results of humldity tast - Floor panel design schematic - Tapping block

-Flat, clear, dry installation site - Sublimated panels - Pull bar

- Moisture barrier - Appropriate adhesive for your chosen installation - Painter’s tape

- Foam underlayment method (e.g. Tongue-and-groove glue) - Double-sided tape

- Wedges for perimeter gap - Mallet - Transitions {optional)

Site inspection and area preparation
+ Assess humldity and flatness of Installation arca
« Humidity must be below 14%
« Fill any holes

Graphic design

+ Measure area for floor installation and create floor plan

+ Decide on panel layout and create floor panel design schematic, assigning each panel a number
- Joints should always he staggered at the midpoint

» Create and approve graphic design for floor
- Each panel will need a 01" bleed on each edge (This bleed may change depending on how you choose to prepare your artwork for sublimation)
- Designate tongues and grooves in {(or just outside) the bleed area to facilitate quicker sublimation
- Pay special attention to bleed lines for any images stretching across multiple panels
- Recommend oversizing the floor design by (1) panel around the perimeter of the floor (Remember, installers will need overage to cut pancls to fit

room elements such as doorways, perlmeters, etc.)

- Recommend 150-300 resolutlon for raster graphlcs

« OQutput individual panel design files for sublimation, along with floor panel design schematic

+ Order appropriate number of panels

+ Add at least 10% to allow for cutting and sublimation errors

» For a design template please visit: www.chadhughes.com/fillintheblank_html

Sublimation of panels
Heat press variance and environmental factors may impact your sublimation process.
Transfer images into panels, making sure each panel is labeled with its number.

Phase 1 (image transfer)
- Carefully orlent image to align correctly with tongue and groove configuration
- Wrap sides of transfer around panel and tape to back
- Place in center of heat press with sublimatable side facing up
- Set temperature to 400° F and pressure to 60-70 PSI*
- Press for 2 minutes*
- *Times and tcmperatures may vary bascd on equipment and process
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Phase 2 (cooling)
- Remove panel from press (Mark the back of each panel with corresponding number on floor panel design schematic)
- Allow to cool and settle completely

Phase 3 (flattening)
- When cool, check panels for flatness (1/16” deflection or less at the corners is acceptable)
- If, relative to the sublimated face of the panel, the corners arc deflected upwards more than 17167, place panclface down in heat press and press
the back of the panel for 5-10 seconds (depending on the severlty of the deflection) at 400° F

Figure 1 Sublimatable side face up, corners detlected up
- If, relative to the sublimated face of the panel, the corners are deflected down (middle is raised), press panel face up, between fresh sheets of
blowoLrt paper, for 5-10 seconds at 400° F

Figure 2 Sublimatable side face up, corners deflected down

- Allow panels to cool and settle completely

- When cool, panels may be stacked and palletized

- Times and temperatures may vary based on equipment and process

Acclimatization
- Let panels rest In Installation area 24-48 hours before Installation

Installation preparation
« Make sure installation area is clean
+ Install moisture barrier {if using) according to manufacturer’s instructions
« Install foam underlayment (if using) according to manufacturer's instructions
« Install wedges along edge of room to maintain 3/8” perimeter gap
- If further cuts to panels are needed, cut panals to appropriate sizes/shapes to fit room geometry (Use a sharp saw blade, such as a thin-kerf 80-100 tooth,
carbide-tipped blade, suitable for laminate flocrs to help prevent chipping. Aiso, try to pian for cut edges to go undsr quarter-round or other moldings.)

Floating installation

+ Check your schematic to make sure you understand the design and how the panels need to be oriented and aligned. (IMPORTANT NOTE: Your floor
design will drive your starting point. You may wish fo start in the middle of the room, instead of at a corner, and work outward if your design fea-
tures a strong central image stretching across the middle of your fioor.) If you are starting in a corner, install first panel with tongue facing into room
{unless contraindicated by the panel schematic)

« Itis helpful to use glue or double-sided tape on the back of the panels to create a more permanent first column (provides gives you some stability as
you scat panels on subsequent rows)

- Apply glue to groove of panel belng Installed

- Place groove onto tongug of first panel

+ Use mallet and tapping block if needed to seat tongue all the way into groove

« Continue installing panels up the column

« Immediately wipe up any seeping glue with a damp rag

+ Making sure sublimation lines up, install next column of panels

« Joints should always meet at the midpoint of the panel in the previous column

+ Place a piece of painter’s tape across glued joints to help hold them together as you progress into the room
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Glue-down installation

« Check your schematic to make surc you understand the design and how the panels need to be oriented and aligned
(IMPORTANT NOTE: Your floor design will drive your starting point. You may wish to start in the middie of the room, instead of at u corner, and
work outward if your design features a strong central image stretching acrass the middie of your floor)

« If you are starting in a corner, install first panel with tongue facing into room (unless contraindicated by the panel schematic)

« Follow glue manufacturer’s instructions to apply glue (Most commercially-rated flooring adhesives advise troweling glue onto the floor)

+ Place groove of next panel onto tongue of first panel

« Use mallet and tapping block, if neecled, to seat tongue all the way inta groove

« Continue installing panels in the column

+ Immediately wipe up any seeping glue with a damp rag

+ Making sure sublimation lines up, install next column of panels

« Joints should always he staggered

+ Check your schematic to make sure you have the appropriate stagger

- Place a piece of painter’s tape across joints to help hold them together as you progress into the room

- To avoid shifting panels after they have been placed, do not walk on panels until glug is cry

« Check your adhesive instructions for details, but 24 hours is sufficient for most glues

Post-Installation
« Let panels dry 24 hours or according to adhesive instructions
« Install quarter-round or other molding to hide perimeter gap according to manufacturer’s instructions
« Install any needed transitions to other flooring according to manufacturer’s instructions

Cleaning
« Vacuum to remove loose dust and dirt
- Damp mop when necessary
- Do not use vacuum heater bars or wet mops
« Wipe up spills as quickly as possible
+ Remove scuffs or spots with a multipurpose surface cleaner
« Install a mat In entryway or other convenlent locatlon to help trap sand and gravel (This will help prolong Image life)

Appropriate installation areas may include
Business offices: entryways*, lobbies, hallways, offices, conference rooms, break rooms
Retail: entryways*, sales floor/showroom, checkout, break rooms, dressing rooms, offices, storage rooms
Hotels: entryways®, lobbies, hallways, guest rooms, conference rooms, break rooms
Restaurants: entryways*, lobbies, hallways, offices
Educational: entryways®, lobhies, hallways, offices, classrooms, storage rooms, residence halls, commaon areas
Multi-family housing: entryways”, lobhies. common areas, hallways, offices, storage rooms, individual housing units
Home Décor/ Exhibits
Not suitable for high-volume commercial areas.
“Walk-off mats required at all entryways.
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GLUES/ADHESIVES

Any comrmere’al g ue trat iz rated for wooc or lanrinate floors will work well with Chram al uxe flnaring

Floatine inslallalivns: Recorimended “ ongus anc grovve” wood glues:

* Taylar 2049 Tongue & Groove Flooring Adhesive htto/mwwwraylor.co 1/ndex.she/3635/2049-16/#. Vi3vStkrkKUk

+ Reherts 1406 Tongues ana G-oove Adhesve h-piifwww.komesenot com/p/Rebents-1406-16-07-Tangue-and-Graavs-Adh ssive-in-lirt-
Applcator-Bottl e1406-PACO6A5277

Glue-down inszallations: Reccmmended “g us-down™ wood gluas:
« laylar Meta-lec 201 htpiwwwwitaylor.com/index. php/44-/20 M/# VidvovkrKUk

* Roberts 1407 Eng'nzerzd Wood Glue Adhzsive http:/www.homedepot.com/a/Reberts1407-4-Gal-Er gineered-Waood-Glue-Adle-
sive-1107-4/100571569

Note: Some Jobs may requ're a water based edhesive due to envirormental reasons. In this case, we recommend an edhesive that has high

salics and low wazer

TRANSITIONS/MOLDING

Commercial y-ratzd transitiors des'gnec for 3/8” thick laminaze procuct will work wll with ChromalLuxe flzor'ng. It is inpartant to make sure -hat

-he gap cleeraice 'sa ful 3/8" (some trensizions listed at 3/8” raflact the ove-al heizh: of the the transizon. not the gap).

Example inote drawing of s'dc view):

ht-p:/www.t~msdirsct.cor/products/floormaould ngs. htm

hizp:/iwww kottlersales. com/p/wheeled-tradic-transitions.asp

ht-p:/iwww.lowes.com/pd/FLEXCO-Wooz-3-81n-Ove fap-Reducer-Clove-Macle/3428066

TrensiJons can be mailed on or alached wilh a high bond Laps such as vinyl lleoring Lape.

UNDERLAYMENT
Installers can recom mend commercally ratec underlayments that work well with yoLr space and ere sui-ed to you-specific reeds in -erms of
cusqien, sound, etc
Example:
« TraficMASTER Standard Polyethylens Foam 2-n-1 Unde-layment hite:fwww.homredepot.com/p/Traff eMASTER-S ar dard-100-sg-ft-

Ralls-245-H-x-4-H-x-080-inPolyethylena-l oem-2-in-1-Linderlaymert-
100779555/203956 7307MERCH=REC- -NavPLPHorizontall ~~ -NA- -203956730- -N
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